PSY2012

Fontaine


Research Paper and Extra Credit
**All research papers and extra credit assignments are due on the last day of class (final exam day). NO LATE PAPERS WILL BE ACCEPTED. For the research paper, choose ONE of the topics to study and write about. For the extra credit, complete as many assignments as you would like.**
RESEARCH PAPER – Pick ONE
1) Conduct a search on the Internet for various forms of acceptable and unacceptable punishment. Find out what forms of punishment are acceptable in various cultures. Then write a 3-5 page paper summarizing the information they found on the Internet as well as including your beliefs about punishment as compared to that of other cultures.
2) Choose 2 phobias and then search on the Internet for information regarding the phobias. Write a 3-5 page paper summarizing what you found in your research. Also include ideas for counterconditioning of the phobias. 
3) Pick one of the mental health disorders we discussed in class. Write a 3-5 page paper about the symptoms of the disorder and how it affects those with the disorder and those involved in that person’s life. Research appropriate treatment options for the disorder online and discuss these as well, including the overall success of the different options you found.
4) Go to the following website:
http://web.ornl.gov/sci/techresources/Human_Genome/index.shtml
and read about the Human Genome Project. Learn more about genes and testing for various diseases. Write a 3-5 page paper about the Human Genome Project and how knowing about genes will help researchers in conducting research on various diseases and disorders. Also include your opinion on this research.
EXTRA CREDIT – Pick as many as you wish
1) Write about a story about a negative experience from your life. After the story is written, determine if the ending is happy or sad and what a personality psychologist would learn about you by reading this story of a piece of your life. (5 points)  
2) Think of a time when you resisted conformity or obedience.  What was the reason behind resisting conformity or obedience?  Would have obeyed in Milgram’s study, why or why not? (5 points) – This is from chapter 13. If we don’t cover it in class….review the text and the following videos:
(1) http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BcvSNg0HZwk
(2) http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IzTuz0mNlwU
(3) http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CmFCoo-cU3Y
3) Discuss how wearing sunglasses can be a form of positive reinforcement, negative reinforcement, positive punishment, and negative punishment. Do the same for smoking cigarettes. (5 points)

4) Imagine that you could make one part of your brain twice as big as it is now. Which part would it be, and how do you think your behavior would change as a result? What if you had to make another part of your brain half its current size? Which part would you choose to shrink, and what would the effects be? (5 points)
